MEMORANDUM
TO:
FROM:
Date:
RE:

Planning and Zoning Commission
Rita Baker and Candace Garthwaite
September 3, 2020
Scenic Road Application

Designating the Binney Park Loop as a scenic road aligns with the Greenwich Municipal Code Article 3 that aims to
preserve the “town’s scenic roads for the benefit of present and future generations,” as well as with the 2019 Plan of
Conservation and Development that encourages the designation of more scenic roads throughout town.
LENGTH
 The proposed Binney Park Scenic Road Loop meets the .5-mile minimum length requirement.
 Selden Lane, a named Town of Greenwich scenic road is .2 miles and is a dead-end of questionable scenic and
historic significance.
TRAFFIC
 Pre-Covid 2017 annualized average daily traffic on Sound Beach Avenue is readily available on the CTDOT
website http://arcg.is/1rye1T0 that has already archived the 2014 data used by the Town traffic consultant.
(See attachments from the CTDOT)











The quarter mile segment of Sound Beach Avenue in question is actually comprised of TWO traffic zones.
o Section ID GREE-513 runs from southeast of Lockwood Road to Forest Avenue shows 12,100 vehicles
o Section ID GREE-264 which runs from Forest Avenue south shows 6,500 vehicles
Since these segments are approximately equal in length on the proposed loop, it would be reasonable to
compute the mean to determine the ADT for the entire quarter mile segment. In this case, the average daily
traffic for the segment of Sound Beach Avenue from Arch Street to Wesskum Wood Road would be 9,300.
o The validity of this calculation is confirmed by Mr. Bradley J. Overturf, CTDOT Bureau of Policy and
Planning Traffic Monitoring. (See attachment)
o Using the more recent data, the traffic could reasonably be thought of as NOT intensive as per an
email from Mr. Gary Sojka also a DOT traffic expert. “I would submit both ADT’s (the 12,100 from
Arch to Forest and the 6500 from Forest to Wesskum Wood) to the town. I would say that an ADT
of 12,100 is higher than normal for a town road but I would not define it as intensive.” (See
attachment)
DPW conducted a traffic count on Sound Beach Avenue for a week in July 2020 at the location of Laddins
Rock Road, Harding Road, and Forest Avenue. The DPW number is 13,034. Our traffic consultant applied
the CTDOT seasonal factors to the number resulting in an annualized number of 11,209.
This segment does not have characteristics typical of “collector roads.” It does not have numerous side
streets. It has only three: Laddins Rock and Harding Roads and Forest Avenue. It does not have numerous
driveways. It has three: the Perrot entrance, the Baker residential driveway, and the First Church exit.
Please view the video below. The video was made during PEAK traffic times on beautiful days with many
cars going to and from the beach. It is busy with flow.
https://www.dropbox.com/s/npcnh6tx6ywl9ye/Scenic%20Loop%20Traffic%20Aug%201121%202020%20v2.mp4?dl=0

2

SLIPPERY SLOPE
 A scenic road designation is not a development, a new regulation, or zoning change and therefore is not a
precedent for developers to cite. Large commercial or residential projects must look at the increase in traffic and
the impact on intersections. Neither of which are relevant nor required in a scenic road application.
 Concern was raised that if the Binney Park Loop is designated as Scenic Road, this would unleash a rash of new
scenic road applications. Based on our experience with the application process, we can predict that the time, the
commitment, and expense are significant enough to limit the number of applications.
PUBLIC REVIEW & SAFETY
 We are asking for this designation so as to codify the process for public review when alterations and
improvements are proposed for the Binney Park Loop.
 A scenic road designation does not preclude road improvements and public safety standards. Section 11-13
defines a process for alterations and improvements to the roadway that includes public hearings. The
Commissioner of Public Works has the final say regarding safety concerns as outlined in Subsection (c).

P&Z Memorandum 9/3/20

From SE of
Lockwood Road to
Forest Avenue

From Forest
Avenue south

**This is a screenshot from the CT DOT website showing annualized average traffic data from their
latest traffic counts in 2017. The traffic is measured every three years at these locations. 2020 is not yet
complete. BETA used the outdated 2014 data when the newer data was readily available on the
website. 2014 has already been archived.

From: Sojka, Gary J
Sent: Tuesday, September 1, 2020 1:57 PM
To: 'RITA BAKER'
Cc: Fatu, Natasha A; Nursick, Kevin J
Subject: RE: General Question (8/28/2020 8:35:07 AM)
Rita,
Since the roads in question are not state roads the DOT will not be involved in the decision making
process, however I would submit both ADT’s to the town. I would say that an ADT of 12,100 is higher
than normal for a town road but I would not define it as “Intensive”.
Good luck,

Gary J. Sojka
Transportation Supervising Planner
Connecticut Department of Transportation
Bureau of Policy and Planning
2800 Berlin Turnpike
Newington, CT 06111
Email: gary.sojka@ct.gov
telephone: (860) 594-2025

From: "Overturf, Bradley J" <Bradley.Overturf@ct.gov>
Date: August 28, 2020 at 1:14:29 PM EDT
To: "frau723@me.com" <frau723@me.com>
Cc: "DOT.TrafficEngineering" <DOT.TrafficEngineering@ct.gov>
Subject: Re: A Neighborhood Question in Old Greenwich

Good Afternoon Ms. Baker,

Thanks for the request. Arch to Forest and Forest to Wesskum are really two very different sections
volume-wise so it depends on what you are trying to do with the numbers; but if you say that the
average number of vehicles traveling between those two roadway segments is about 9300 with the
southern section between Forest and Wesskum being less heavily traveled than the northern section
between Forest and Arch, that would fine. I'm not sure this helps. If you have any questions feel free to
reply or give me a call on my cell phone as I am currently teleworking. Thanks!

Brad

Bradley J. Overturf
Connecticut Department of Transportation
Bureau of Policy and Planning
Traffic Monitoring
Email: mailto:Bradley.Overturf@ct.gov
Phone: 860-594-2089

I will be primarily teleworking until further notice. I will continue to access my emails and office phone
messages. My cell phone # is 860-639-7300.

