Pursuant to the foregoing notice a regular Representative Town Meeting of the
Town of Greenwich was held in the Moderator’s Hall of Central Middle
School on Monday September 18, 2017 at 8:00 P.M. (E.D.T.)
The meeting was called to order by the Moderator Thomas J. Byrne.
The members pledged allegiance to the flag, led by Willa Doss, CT Girls State Governor
and Diego Jasson, 1 of 2 Delegates to Boys Nation.
The Moderator recognized Erford E. Porter, II and Livvy Floren, who introduced the
delegates to the Boys and Girls State program, a week long “learn by doing program” in
civics and government. The delegates were selected by a panel from the Greenwich Boy
and Girls State Commission. Livvy Floren, State Representative for the 149th District
and Erford E. Porter, II are long standing co-chairman of the American Legion Post 29
Youth Programs. The delegates are all from Greenwich High School unless otherwise
noted – Sarah Callahan (Gr. Academy), Tim Carter (Brunswick), Xavier Caradini, Willa
Doss, Diego Jasson (Brunswick), Daniel Lee, Benjamin Michals, Renee Nikolov,
Graham Plewniak (BlindBrook), Kylie Poe, Sadie Smith (Gr. Academy), Sara Stober.
The Moderator announced that as all members had received a copy of the call for the
meeting, the reading of the call would be omitted.
Attendance cards were presented showing 172 present, 53 absent and 5 vacancies.
District 3 had perfect attendance. Those absent in District 1- Judy G. Badia, Edward D.
Dadakis, Ryan C. Oca, Daniel E. P. Quigley, James D. Vaughn, Marla M. Weston;
District 2- John C Cracraft, Franklin I. David; District 4- Steven J. Bozzuto, Brian
O’Connor; District 5- Ella D. Cohen, Timothy D. Oberweger, Jeffrey B. Sahrbeck;
District 6- Robert A. Cenci, Jacqueline K. Hammock, Coline Jenkins, George A.
Sorenson; District 7- Ellen M. Brennan-Galvin, William W. Galvin,III, Berrin Snyder;
District 8- Joshua H. Brown, M. Irene Dietrich, Jason B. Ennis,
Steven A. Gordon, Barry W. Rickert, II, John A. Shulman, Warren D. Silver;
District 9 – Barbara T. Darula, Thomas A. Eagan, Jr,, Ann P. Fatsi, Abbe F. Large,
Jayson Podber, Stephen A. Warzoha, Jared Zuckerman; District 10 – Granit Balikdemaj
Robert M. Byrnes, Gina Marie Furano, Robert C. Grayson, Lloyd N. Hull, Lawrence
Larson, John M. Lucarelli, Roger S. Shedlin, Dora P. Williams; District 11 – Ajit K.
Laroia, Harry A. LeBien, William P. Richardson, Jr., Meeta R. Vyas; District 12- ElShaffei Dada, Teresa B. Ginsberg, Victoria M. Hackman, Barbara G. Hindman, Edward
M. Manganiello, Holly E. D. Young.
The Moderator announced that as all members had received a copy of the minutes of the
June 12, 2017 meeting, the reading of the minutes would be omitted. He asked if there
were any corrections or comments, there being none, the minutes were adopted by
unanimous consent.
Lucy B. Krasnor, Chairman of District 5 offered the following resolution in tribute to
John deCsepel.
REPRESENTATIVE TOWN MEETING
TOWN OF GREENWICH

Minutes of September 18,2017 Meeting
Page 1 of 14

Mr. Moderator, fellow RTM members and guests. I rise to remember our highly
respected colleague and member of District 5, John deCsepel, who passed away on July
28th at the age of 81. John was a kind and intelligent man, who not only gave to his
family and friends, but also to his community.
John was a member of the District 5 until this past spring, when he resigned due to poor
health. He had been a member of the Public Works Committee for several terms and had
served as its Chairman for two years. His love for his community as shown by his
commitment to the RTM and the Public Works Committee. The comments his made at
our district meetings on all issues were thoughtful and clearly stated. He was a valued
member of our group, a true gentleman, and we shall surely miss him.
John and his wife Lennie lived in Riverside for over fifty years, where they raised their
three children—John, David and Catherine. In association with the OFRGG, he coached
soccer and softball.
John was born in Budapest, Hungary and came to the United States when he was 8 years
old. He graduated from the Hotchkiss School in Lakeville, CT, and went on to earn his
undergraduate degree from the Wharton School at the University of Pennsylvania. He
received his MBA at NYU, and for many years was a stockbroker at Paine Webber,
which later became UBS.
After John retired, he joined the Retired Men’s Association and soon became chair of the
Program Committee. He did an outstanding job of arranging for a wide range of
excellent speakers at their weekly meetings. John was a driver for Meals on Wheels of
Greenwich. With his warmth and dignity, he served our community in so many ways.
John adored classical music, as well as traditional jazz. He and Lennie frequently
attended concerts and, for many years served on the board of the Center for Chamber
Music. In this way he was able to share his love of chanber music with local residents
and school children. He was also a board member of both the Chamber Players of the
Greenwich Symphony and the Hungarian Cultural Society of Connecticut.
A little more than a year ago First Selectman Peter Tesei declared Friday May 27, 2016
as Lennie and John deCsepel Day. This proclamation was made in conjunction with the
Rotary Club of Greenwich which honored John and Lennie with their Citizen of the Year
award.
District 5 asks that the members of this body join with them in remembering John
deCsepel and recognizing his service to the town. We ask that these comments of
remembrance be included in the minutes of this meeting.
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These resolution was passed by unanimous consent with the members standing for a
moment of silence for John deCsepel.
The Moderator announced that Item No. 5 was withdrawn.

5. WHEREAS, the Town entered into a Management Agreement with the Bruce
Museum, Inc. (BMI) on January 31, 1992, which designated and appointed BMI to
supervise, operate and manage the Museum and administer its affairs;
WHEREAS, said Management Agreement was amended on November 2, 2016;
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED THAT, the First Selectman is authorized to
execute the Second Amendment to Bruce Museum Management Agreement which
amends the definition of “plans” to include reorganization of the existing facility and
construction of an integrated addition, clarify overflow parking procedures, and more
specifically define the maintenance obligations of the Town and BMI.
The Moderator suggested a motion, which was moved and seconded, to suspend the rules
and combine items 3 & 4 for voting purposes. The motion to suspend the rules was
approved by voice vote.
The Moderator announced that the combined items were now before the meeting.
The Moderator announced that Item No. 3 on the call was now before the meeting.
John R. Eddy, Chairman of Appointments Committee, offered the following substitute
resolution, on behalf of the Selectman’s Office, which was duly moved and seconded
regarding Item No. 3.

3.

Whereas the Appointments Committee of the Representative Town
Meeting of the Town of Greenwich, CT seeks to more effectively
manage and execute the responsibilities assigned the RTM for
making appointments and nominations;
and …

Whereas this same committee seeks to more effectively manage and execute its
responsibilities to advise the RTM with respect to all other appointments
which come before the RTM;
Be it resolved that Sec. 2-17. - Membership; number; appointment of CHAPTER 2.
ADMINISTRATION ARTICLE 4. - FLOOD AND EROSION CONTROL BOARD of
the Code of Ordinances of the Town shall be amended by replacing said Section 2-17
with the following:
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Sec. 2-17- Membership; number; appointment.
(a) Composition
1. The Flood and Erosion Control Board shall consist of five (5) regular
members.
2. In addition to five (5) regular members, the Board shall
also include two (2) alternate members.
(b) Eligibility
Members shall be electors of the Town of Greenwich or as designated in
Section 45 “Flood and Erosion Control Board”of Article 4 “Flood and
Erosion Control Board”of the Charter of the Town of Greenwich.
(c) Appointment Process
1. Four (4) regular members and the two (2) alternate members shall
be appointed by the Representative Town Meeting. The fifth
regular member of the Board shall be the First Selectman of the
Town. Vacancies in the membership of the Board shall be filled for
the unexpired portion of a term in the same manner as regular and
alternate appointments.
(d) Establishment of Unique Designations
1. Each of the (six) 6 appointed positions on this Board are assigned
a unique designation to facilitate auditing of the appointment
process over the course of time. Each designation contains a letter
followed by a number. The letter identifies the category of
membership; “R”indicating a regular member and “A” indicating
an alternate member. The number following the letter uniquely
identifies each position within the respective category.
2. The initial association of position designations to names of
appointed members shall be established by resolution adopted
by the appointing authority, the Representative Town Meeting.
(e) Length and types of terms
1. Terms for appointed regular members and alternates shall
be for a period of four (4) years except for the shorter
one-time interim terms for members R3 and R4, as
designated in subsection f, “Designation of Board
Positions”
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2. Three (3) types of terms are utilized in the subsections
below. “Current Term” refers to a term to which someone
has been both appointed before January 1, 2018 and which
appointment expires after January 1, 2018. “Interim Term”
refers to a single term of less than four (4) years and
which is used once, as specified in subsection( f.1) below,
to accomplish a staggering of the term expiration years of
the Board positions for the purpose limiting the scheduled
of turnover Board members in a single year and
minimizing risk to Board continuity.
3. When appointing a new member to this Board, the
new member will receive the position designation
previously assigned the person she or he is succeeding
and such designation will be indicated on all notices of
nomination and appointment including, but not
limited to, the agenda and the minutes of the
Representative Town Meeting, the committees of
the Representative Town Meeting and, where
appropriate, the agenda and minutes of the Board of
Selectmen.
4. Effective January 1, 2018, current terms shall expire on
October 31 and commence on November 1 according to
the designations in subsection( f.1).
5. Each regular member and alternate member appointed
heretofore and serving on January 1, 2018 shall continue
to serve such term to which such member was appointed.
Such term shall be extended to expire on October 31
following the date on which their current appointment was
scheduled to expire.
6. Appointed members of the Board shall hold office until
their successors shall have been appointed and shall
qualify.
(f)

Designation of Board Positions
1. The positions for the four (4) appointed regular members
shall be designated positions R1 through R4 and the
positions for the two (2) appointed alternate members shall
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be designated positions A1 and A2. These terms for these
positions are defined as follows:
(R1): The current term for regular member (R1) shall expire October
31, 2020. Terms thereafter shall be for a period of four (4) years.
(R2): The current term for regular member (R2) shall expire October 31,
2021. Terms thereafter shall be for a period of four (4) years.
(R3): The current term for regular member (R3), shall expire October
31, 2021. The next appointment will be to a one-year (1-year)
interim term which will expire October 31, 2022. Terms thereafter
shall be for a period of four (4) years.
(R4): The current term for regular member (R4) shall expire October 31,
2020. The next appointment will be to a three-year (3-year) interim
term which will expire October 31, 2023. Terms thereafter shall be
for a period of four (4) years.
(A1): The current term for alternate member (A1) shall expire
October 31, 2019. Terms thereafter shall be for a period of four
(4) years.
(A2): The current term for alternate member (A2) shall expire October
31, 2019 . Terms thereafter shall be for a period of four (4) years.
(g) Seating of Alternate Members
If a member of said Board is absent or disqualified, the Chairman of the
Board shall designate an alternate to so act, choosing alternates in
rotation so that they shall act as nearly equal a number of times as
possible. If any alternate is not available in accordance with such
rotation, such fact shall be recorded in the minutes of the meeting.
The alternate members of the Flood and Erosion Control Board shall,
when seated, have all the powers and duties set forth for such Board and
its members.
The Moderator announced that Item No. 4 on the call was now before the meeting.
John R. Eddy, Chairman of Appointments Committee, offered the following resolution,
on behalf of the Selectman’s Office, which was duly moved and seconded regarding Item
No. 4.

4. Whereas the Representative Town Meeting has amended the charter to
established unique position designations for members and alternate of THE
FLOOD AND EROSION CONTROL BOARD and …
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Whereas it has been established by action of the Representative Town Meeting
that positions on THE FLOOD AND EROSION CONTROL BOARD have been
assigned unique position designations and …
Whereas, when appointing a new member to this Board,
Be it resolved that,
The unique position designations previously established shall be assigned to the
current members of THE FLOOD AND EROSION CONTROL BOARD
according to the schedule below and …
Any new member appointed in the future to the THE FLOOD AND EROSION
CONTROL BOARD will receive the position designation assigned the person
she or he is succeeding and…
Such designation will be indicated on all notices of nomination and appointment
including, but not limited to, the agenda and the minutes of the Representative
Town Meeting, the committees of the Representative Town Meeting and, where
appropriate, the agenda and the minutes of the Board of Selectmen.
Schedule of Flood and Erosion Control Board
Position Designations
Designation

Name

R1

Edward Schmeltz

R2

John Stankunas

R3

Peter Finkbeiner

R4

Aubrey Mead

A1

Robert Cenci

A2

currently vacant, previously held by Mark Weller

Douglas J. Wells, Chairman of Legislative & Rules Committee on behalf of the
committee made the following amendments to Item No. 3:
-Sec 2-17 Membership;number;appointment.
-Section (d) paragraph 1 in the first sentence delete “()” around “six” and
add “()” around “6” and also change “are” to “is”
-Section (e) paragraph 2 in the six line insert “of” after purpose, delete
“of” after scheduled, insert “of” after turnover, insert “,” after year and
change “and” to “thus”
-Section (e) paragraph 4 to end of Item, capitalize “Current Term” and
“Interim Term”
The amendments were adopted by unanimous consent.
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The vote was now on the combined items.
In Favor
Against
Abstentions

-

166
0
0

Items Carried
The Moderator announced that Item No. 1 on the call was now before the meeting.
John R. Eddy, Chairman of Appointments Committee, offered the following substitute
resolution, which was postponed from the June 2017, on behalf of the Selectman’s
Office, which was duly moved and seconded regarding Item No. 1.

1. RESOLVED, that the following named person, nominated by the Board of
Selectmen, be appointed an alternate member of the Inland Wetlands &
Watercourses Agency for a term expiring 3/31/21.
ALAN ROSSI
The vote was now on Item No. 1.

In Favor
Against
Abstentions

-

166
2
0

Item Carried
Douglas J. Wells, Chairman of Legislative & Rules Committee, offered the following
resolution, on behalf of the petitioners, which was duly moved and seconded regarding
Item No. 2.

2. The RTM resolves to adopt the following ordinance that protects the
environment in the Town of Greenwich for the benefit and welfare of its residents,
by banning single-use plastic bags (as defined), and encouraging reusable bags, and
initiating a $.25 fee for single-use paper bags.

REPRESENTATIVE TOWN MEETING
TOWN OF GREENWICH

Minutes of September 18, 2017 Meeting
Page 8 of 14

REPRESENTATIVE TOWN MEETING
TOWN OF GREENWICH

Minutes of September 18, 2017 Meeting
Page 9 of 14

REPRESENTATIVE TOWN MEETING
TOWN OF GREENWICH

Minutes of September 18, 2017 Meeting
Page 10 of 14

REPRESENTATIVE TOWN MEETING
TOWN OF GREENWICH

Minutes of September 18, 2017 Meeting
Page 11 of 14

Douglas J. Wells, Chairman of Legislative & Rules Committee, made a motion on behalf
of Legislative & Rules and Land Use Committees to refer Item No. 2 to a special
committee with members appointed by the Chairman of both Legislative & Rules and
Land Use Committees and report back at the December 11, 2017 meeting.
Upon a voice vote the motion carried
The Moderator announced that Item No. 6 on the call was now before the meeting.
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John R. Eddy, Chairman of Appointments Committee, offered the following substitute
resolution, on behalf of the Selectman’s Office, which was duly moved and seconded
regarding Item No. 6.

6. RESOLVED, that the following named person, nominated by the Board of
Selectmen, be appointed as a member of the Board of Parks and Recreation, for a
term expiring March 31, 2020.
THOMAS McGARRITY
The vote was now on Item No. 6.
In Favor
Against
Abstentions

-

169
0
0

Item Carried
The Moderator announced that Item No. 7 on the call was now before the meeting.
John R. Eddy, Chairman of Appointments Committee, offered the following substitute
resolution, on behalf of the Selectman’s Office, which was duly moved and seconded
regarding Item No. 7.

7. RESOLVED, that the following named person, nominated by the Board of
Selectmen, be appointed an alternate member of the Historic District Commission,
for a term expiring March 31, 2022.
MARIE WILLIAMS
John R. Eddy, Chairman of Appointments Committee, made a motion to postpone Item
No. 7 to the October 23, 2017 meeting.
Upon a voice vote the motion carried
The Moderator announced that Item No. 8 on the call was now before the meeting.
Thomas J. Byrne, Moderator of the Representative Town Meeting, offered the following
resolution, on behalf Robert A. Simms, which was duly moved and seconded regarding
Item No. 8.
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8. RESOLVED, that the Representative Town Meeting approves Municipal
Improvement PLPZ 2017 00048, Bruce Museum Expansion, which was referred to
the RTM by Robert A. Simms under Section 100 of the Town Charter.
John H. Dolan, Chairman of District 7, made a motion to postpone Item No. 8 to the
December 11, 2017 meeting.
The vote was now on Dolan’s Motion.
In Favor
Against
Abstentions

-

68
96
4

Motion failed
The vote was now on Item No. 8.

In Favor
Against
Abstentions

-

127
33
7

Item Carried
There being no further business, the Moderator adjourned the meeting, upon unanimous
consent, at 9:45 p.m.
ATTEST:
CARMELLA C. BUDKINS
TOWN CLERK
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