Board of Parks & Recreation
Meeting Minutes
July 26, 2017
Please be advised that these minutes are in DRAFT form and will not become “Public
Record” until they are formally approved by the Board of Parks and Recreation at their
next regularly scheduled meeting planned for September 27, 2017.
Board Attendees: Frank DiVincenzo, John Hartwell, Rick Loh, Gary Dell’Abate, Scott Johnson and Hans
Christian Thalheim

Staff Attendees: Joe Siciliano, Tom Greco, and Lou Berlingo
Ex-Officio Attendees: None
Guest Attendees: Dean Gamanos, Leslie Yager, Jessica Del Guercio, Dustin Gray, Cindy Reily, Anthony
Cardone and Michael Scotti

I.

Mr. Dell’Abate called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. at the Griffith E. Harris Golf Course.

II.

A motion was made by Mr. Johnson, seconded by Mr. Hartwell to approve the Board Minutes from the June
28, 2017 meeting. 6-0-0

III.

Griffith E. Harris Golf Course, Lou Berlingo
Mr. Berlingo welcomed everyone to the “Griff”. Mr. Berlingo stated that the course is in fantastic shape,
and he’s received many compliments. Mr. Berlingo stated that Jay Collins, the course superintendent in
charge of the course has done a super job. The Metropolitan Golf Association, MGA has selected the Griff
for the 2018 Public Links Championship which includes, lower Fairfield County, Westchester and Long
Island.
The USGA came for their annual report, they were very complimentary and made some great suggestions
that will be implemented next year which includes; additional aerification, more tree pruning (for sunlight
and airflow).
Key Statistics: rounds for the fiscal year June 30; 37,377 which falls in the average range for the last three
years, carts: 13,671—slightly above average, Driving Range: 19,624—slightly below average.
Financially—surplus of $83,000 which will be added to the fund, the fund currently has around $800,000.
The course opened in late March, the weath er was bad until aro und June. Did ok with the drou ght, the
drought restrictions do not impact the golf course, as the water sup ply is from Woolly Pond. Mr. Siciliano
added the Town owns the pond and the golf course has documented permission to draw from it.
Improvements: added trees by the 8 th hole, trees extended to the right of the 6 th tee, tree work, repaired
netting by the driving range, finished bunker restoration, additional drainage project.
A young adult classification for memberships was added at a reduced rate from of $120.
There is a new restaurant concessionaire, John Cavini. He and his wife had the concession 14 years ago
and now he is back. The food is very good.
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The Town Men’s and Women’s Championship Tournaments were held in June and the Juniors was held in
July; relatively good turn outs and all went well.
Working on the cell tower leases that a re up this year; two mo bile companies are currently on the towe r;
Verizon and AT&T also the police department.
AT&T pays the cell tower funds around $40,000/year which go into the golf course budget.
Verizon built the tower and the facilities around it and provided the Town the emergency equipment and in
return, they got 25 years rent-free. This arrangement is coming to an end in February.
Mr. Siciliano added that there was an engineer study conducted on the tower to see if additional spots can
be accommodated, as a result, it was determined that the tower cannot handle it.
This is the final year of payments for the Golf Ad ministration building. Mr. Berlingo stated he is lookin g
forward to it. Money saved will g o towards projects such as dredging Woolley pond a nd the restaurant
clubhouse.
Board members were very complimentary on the golf course and its operations.
IV.

Director’s Report, Joe Siciliano
Mr. Siciliano stated Under Mr. Berlingo’s leadership, the course and its operations are great. Mr.
Siciliano commended Lou Berlingo and the Golf Course Staff for a job well done.
The Department is in between seasons; camp is in session, there is currently a lull with special events.
Events will pick up in September.
Fall programs are currently being publicized. There will be an upgrade to the software system next
week. Will preliminarily start to work on the budget in September; while awaiting the budget guidelines.
Mr. Siciliano stated that there will be a review of capital projects in an effort to push agendas forward to
execute some capital projects that there is funding for in this year’s budget.
There will be an initial meeting with the Greenwich Point Master Plan Committee and the consultant
tomorrow. The object is to set an agenda, and going forward, user groups will be included.
Mr. Siciliano stated he has been working with the Law Department on several lease renewals that
include; Old Greenwich Yacht Club, Greenwich Boat and Yacht Club, American Legion, Byram Boat
Club, and the Children’s Education Center.
Most contentious issue with new leases is that many currently have a 10-year term with a 10-year
renewal, but are only getting approved for the initial 10-year term. The Garden Education Center was
the to be approved by the RTM with a 10-year term.
Mr. Johnson inquired if there was still a discussion of getting significantly more money for the leases.
Mr. Siciliano stated that he feels the process is beyond the idea of more money, they want to manage
other components of the leases such as, 10-year terms, utility costs, maintenance for lessee, insurance
requirements, etc.

V.

Vice Chairman’s Report, Gary Dell’Abate
Mr. Dell’Abate reported the following on behalf of Ms. Caplan:
There is no Board meeting in August, next meeting will be September 27 in the Keegan Conference Room,
2nd floor, Town Hall.
Senator Chris Murphy invited groups from Greenwich to a meeting on July 28 to discuss Long Island
Sound, Mr. DiVincenzo is representing the Board at that meeting, all are welcome to attend, see Mr.
DiVincenzo for details.
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Ms. Caplan is awaiting a response from Police Chief Heavy regarding on beach traffic issues on roads
surrounding Greenwich Point.
Mr. Siciliano reported that back in 2001 when the beach access policy opened the Point to non-residents,
the traffic division of DPW and the Police traffic section conducted a survey of the surrounding streets
within a reasonable distance and posted no parking signs. Maybe this is a request that can be asked of
the Police Department to take a look at the surrounding streets and make sure the signs are still up.
Mr. Dell’Abate further added that Ms. Caplan worked with Denise Savageau to resolve resident issues
regarding brush and tree cuttings at Greenwich Point.
Ms. Caplan also sent the Board an email regarding a dog attack at the park.
Mr. Dell’Abate reported that Ms. Caplan advised she read about a new bathroom at Greenwich Point and
has concerns that that the Board is out of the loop on Parks and Recreation projects in the DPW budget.
Mr. Dell’Abate asked Mr. Greco if he would send a list to the members on the 2017/18 projects that are in
DPW’s budget to be reviewed at the September meeting.
Mr. Siciliano added there is a proposal to replace the bathroom at the Chimes building as it is noncompliant for ADA, the septic is failing and it is in the current VE flood zone. There is a request for the
engineering and architectural design for the proposal but there is no funding for the bathroom. This is part
of the 15-year bathroom replacement program.
Ms. Caplan would like for the Board to have a tour of the pool this fall. Mr. Siciliano suggested
September. He will contact Mr. Monelli to see if he can provide a tour preceding the September meeting.
The construction schedule is on time, depends on weather conditions throughout the winter.
Mr. Dell’Abate further relayed from Ms. Caplan that she plans to have Lile Gibbons review the Harbor
Management Plan with the Board in September. Mr. Johnson replied that both the Chairman, Bruce
Angiolillo and Ms. Gibbons said that September is a good time for them to come and talk to the Board and
answer any questions and to gain support. They are going to the RTM in the fall for approval.
VI.

Lia Fail Way, Frank DiVincenzo
Mr. DiVincenzo reiterated that six monoliths were secured from the O’Neill property amphitheater.
The sub-committee is working on Phase II to find a permanent home for the monoliths. The subcommittee put together a proposal which suggests locating them to the Pinetum by the Garden
Education Center. The full proposal is attached (ATTACHMENT A).
Mr. DiVincenzo added that he, Mr. Greco, Mr. Spaman, Darrin Wigglesworth and Bea Crumbine met
onsite and discussed the finer points of how the monoliths should be situated. A couple of other
things that need to be covered are; need the title for the monoliths (even though they were verbally
given), also an approved plan. Mr. DiVincenzo called for a resolution in order to move forward with
the site plan, and engineering drawings.
RESOLVED, that it is the sense of the meeting that the Board of Parks and Recreation’s
subcommittee moves forward with a site plan and engineering drawings for the proposed
installation of the Lia Fail Monoliths in the Pinetum near the garden education center. 6-0-0
Mr. Siciliano added the subcommittee will come to the Board with a recommendation, the Board will
vote on the recommendation, then the recommendation will go to the Board of Selectmen.

VII.

Field Committee, Gary Dell’Abate
Mr. Dell’Abate reported the committee has been working through some issues. There is a lot going
on at Western. The Board and the Department are trying to accommodate the users. There have
been a few groups who have met with the committee seeking expansion for their programs, they may
not be accommodated but leave happy that they were heard and given the explanation as to why they
are satisfied. The committee meets next week.
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Mr. Siciliano added that the Field Committee is meeting next week. The meeting will include staff
members and Board members with the GHS Stadium consultants. Following the field committee
meeting, the consultants will meet with representatives from the top five user groups of the facility.
The purpose of the meetings is to seek input.
Mr. Johnson stated that he was asked to meet with the Town Attorney and BOE representatives
regarding their research and struggles with the later school start times. There will be a need for more
fields and usability---it’s being looked into in great detail.
VIII. Harbor Management, Scott Johnson
Mr. Johnson reported there will be a presentation at the September Board meeting.
Mr. Hartwell expressed gratitude to Mr. Siciliano on behalf of Dawn Fortunato for the work done at
Hamilton Ave. School.
Mr. Siciliano added that the basketball court at Hamilton Ave. School will be resurfaced in August.
IX. Eastern Greenwich Civic Center, Gary Dell’Abate
Mr. Dell’Abate reported that he and Mr. Johnson have met with the various user groups. A needs
assessment has been quoted by three firms; on the low end the cost is $47,000 on the high end the
quote is $68,000. Initially the user groups were considering paying for all or portion of the assessment,
however they came back and said the Town should pay. Mr. Dell’Abate stated he met with Al Monelli,
Amy Siebert, and Ben Branyan to discuss the potential use of the money already in the budget. It turns
out the existing funds can be utilized for the needs assessment.
Mr. Siciliano added that Mr. Monelli is working on the request for proposal (RFP).
Mr. Siciliano reported that the Binney Pond dredge is underway, working on dewatering. The turtles are
being moved. Heavy rains set progress back, but they re-organized and are back in action.
X.

Unfinished Business
None

XI.

New Business
None

XII.

Public Comments
Mr. Dell’Abate advised that there were several members of the public who were present to discuss the
topic of dogs.
Mr. Dell’Abate reported he received emails from dog owners who complained about dogs off leash and
concerns about police enforcement.
Mr. Siciliano replied that the Town of Greenwich has a leash law and also the state of Connecticut has
statutes regarding dogs under control. Enforcement comes from the Animal Control Division of the
Police Department and Police Patrol units. Any police officer can give a summons. The issue of dogs
off leash is wide-spread around Town.
The parks personnel verbally warn dog owners to use a leash, but they have no enforcement power.
Mr. Dell’Abate inquired how the discussion went with the Police Chief regarding dogs off leash at
Greenwich Point. Mr. Siciliano replied that they are not going to station an officer at the Point during
the winter just to patrol for dogs, however they will respond to calls. They have patrol issues,
budgetary issues, etc.
Mr. Siciliano advised that part of the Health Board’s approval to let dogs off leash in the dog park was
because there was a commitment from the advocates to educate dog owners at other locations to
conform to the leash law. They provided brochures/flyers, that was many years ago.
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Mr. Siciliano added that the changes that dog owners are proposing, i.e. Improved dog park, extended
dates at Greenwich Point; in his view will never happen unless the dog owners start abiding by the
regulations. The Board of Health must approve any changes; in order to convince them, the dog
owner population must show they are good stewards of the laws.
Mr. Mike Scotti; A resident dog owner who utilizes a dog walking service. Expressed concerns that a
Town the size, affluence, and importance of Greenwich should have a much larger area where dogs
can be exercised legally off leash. Not looking to impose their dogs on other people, he wants an
environment where everyone is comfortable. Mr. Scotti, expressed concerns about the dog park
location. The dog park is substandard in every way. Dog walkers provide a valuable service to
residents, they are their proxy. Mr. Scotti would like for the dog walking businesses to be controlled,
not banned. Perhaps there could be specific hours, certain trails, posted signs. Enforcement and
regulation, charge fees, issue permits.
Mr. Siciliano added that the Health Department controls the regulation; Parks and Recreation controls
the property. 15 years ago when the dog park venture began, various sites were considered. During
the process he met many dog owners who lived by the site; they pushed back---not in my back yard.
The current location was a last resort.
Mr. Siciliano advised that dog owners need to do their part and abide by the limitations, or why would
anyone in regulatory position want to loosen the regulations?
Mr. Dell’Abate stated that if there were places where dogs could run off leash, it would alleviate the
problem of people not abiding by the regulations. If they have only one place to go that is not very
nice, people will spread out and go where they want.
Mr. Johnson asked if they group has a location in mind, the response was Pinetum and Mianus River
Park. Mr. Johnson suggested the group come up with dog park locations and start to lobby to the
other agencies. Mr. Johnson suggested they will find opposition with the following agencies; RTM
Parks and Recreation Committee, Conservation, Board of Parks and Rec. and the Board of Health.
One resident indicated that he brings his dog to the dog park in Fairfield on the weekends so he can
legally exercise his dog off leash.
Mr. Siciliano reported he is very familiar with several surrounding communities’ dog parks.
Jessica DelGuerico listed that the current dog park is a hazard due to: glass, location; probably toxic
land, dogs eating grass and playing in the dirt and mud.
Ms. DelGuerico stated she cannot understand why dog walking business cannot do their job. Mr.
Siciliano replied because there are Town ordinances about private businesses operating on Town
property. Mr. Siciliano added that if the department would permit these types of businesses, there
would be insurance requirement associated, and the Town would assume liability.
Mr. Dell’Abate said he sees people offering exercise classes in the parks. Mr. Siciliano stated that
there are field permits issued for training classes.
Mr. Dell’Abate suggested the dog-owners self-police.
Mr. DiVincenzo added that he has been a neighbor of Mianus Park for 25 years. Things changed a few
of years ago when professional dog walkers expanded their businesses. Their business models use
public parks for their own benefit. It is up to the business owners to conduct their business lawfully.
Many times several dogs are off leash, they are running around defecting everywhere. There is a
water shed there, it goes into the drinking water, how could this be ok?
Mr. Siciliano added that people are planning business based on use of property they do not have
control over---it’s Town property.

XIII.

Upon extensive discussion, Mr. Dell’Abate suggested the dog owners put together a proposal and he
agreed to meet with them.
Mmeeting adjourned 8:04 p.m.
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Lia Fail Monoliths Project
Purpose:
Identify a location for the Lia Fail Monoliths acquired from the O’Neill Property.
Recommendation:
Locate the Lia Fail Monoliths in the Pinetum near the garden education center.
It meets most of the criteria such as: Cos Cob location, parking access, appropriate landscape,
spacious, tranquil, frames and enhanced an existing location, provides security and will attract
donors. The only criteria not met is the limited visibility from the road.
Critieria:
Below is a list of criteria that should be considered when making selection.
1. Cos Cob Location: Locate the monoliths in Cos Cob since that is where they were
originally located.
2. Parking Access: There needs to be adequate parking for the location.
3. Appropriateness: Ensure the monoliths fit in with the landscape, such as in woods.
4. Spacious: There needs to be enough space to ensure the monoliths fit into the
landscape. This should be similar to original site (Spacing: 17 feet; 29 feet from focal
center).
5. Tranquil: Identify a quiet and tranquil location. The elegant monoliths should be place
in a location that keeps with the original location.
6. Frames Location: Monoliths should frame something, such as amphitheater (original
design), memorial.
7. Enhances existing location: The monoliths might add to an existing location that could
be enjoyed by the public for photography and gatherings.
8. Attract donors: Select a desirable location that will attract donors and enable the
monoliths to have funds to offset the cost of installation, and maintainenance.
9. Security: The location should provide security to ensure there is limited opportunity for
vandalism, and graffiti.
10. Visible by pedestrians: If possible, locate so that pedestrians and motorists have an
opportunity to view from local street.
Approvals Required:
Town – Director of P&R has final say on location (Art Council has deferred to P&R)
P&Z – Approval of site (MI)
RTM – Approval of gift
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Sites Reviewed:
1. Pinetum ‐ near pond below Garden Education Center (Preferred Location)
2. Pomerance Property – Security issues
3. Bruce Park ‐ Security issues / Space issues
4. VFW site on Strickland Road – Security / Space issues
5. Byram Park – Busy location with new pool and ballfields
6. Millpond Park – Security / Space issues
Committee:
Nancy Caplan, Bea Crumbine, Frank DiVincenzo, Bruce Spaman, and Peter Berg.
Appendix (Martha Lyon, Historic Landscape Report):
MONTGOMERY PINETUM
The Montgomery Pinetum lies along Bible Street in the Cos Cob section of Greenwich, and its
entire land holdings, including a portion of the original Montgomery property, the Pomerance
property and the Tuchman property equals 91 acres. This report focuses on 10 acres at the core
of the Montgomery property, the area included in the design for “Wild Acres” for Frederick
Gotthold, and later enhanced by Colonel Robert Montgomery.
The following section details the historical development of the Montgomery Pinetum
landscape, defines a Period of Historical Significance, assesses the landscape’s existing
conditions, and provides preliminary recommendations for preserving the landscape in the
future.
HISTORICAL DEVELOPMENT
Before 1922
In 1880, Frederick Gotthold and his wife, Florence, purchased 55 acres in the Cos Cob section
of Greenwich, and built “Wildacres” or “Wild Acres.” Gotthold was president of Gotthold
& Company, New York, makers of straw goods. Wild Acres consisted of an 18‐ room Mansard‐
roofed mansion, guest cottage, laundry building, ice house, water tower, wood shed, cow
barn, garage (with space for three cars, four horses and with four rooms), gardener’s cottage,
chicken houses and a small barn. Landscape elements included a two‐acre vegetable garden, a
one‐third‐ acre perennial garden, two acres of lawns, flower gardens, an orchard, walled
garden, brooks, ponds, and “magnificent” hemlock groves. While Frederick Gotthold lived until
1928, and Florence until 1930, the couple put Wild Acres up for sale in the early 1920s.
1922 ‐ 1952
In 1922, Colonel Robert Montgomery and his wife Nell purchased Wild Acres, and began a 30‐
year relationship with the landscape. Nell was an artist, and had a field studio built in the
“lower valley,” and designed and had constructed a primrose garden. The garden spanned a
brook, and the primroses were interspersed with other ground cover plantings (including
Historic Parks of Greenwich, Connecticut Page 53 Historic Landscape Report
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“Lotus Pond at Wild Acres, Home of Frederick Gotthold,” from Greenwich Beautiful, 1913.

A map of Wild Acres included in the c. 1920 advertisement for sale of the property. Courtesy of
the Garden Education Center.
forget‐me‐nots, grape hyacinths, and barberry). The Montgomerys enlarged the property to
125 acres.
By the end of the 1920s, the Montgomerys had begun to add buildings and detail to the
landscape. Around 1928, they constructed a greenhouse adjacent to the mansion. Robert
Montgomery’s interest in fruit tree propagation spurred the designers of the greenhouse, Lord
and Burnham, to specify an unusually tall roof. The 125‐ acres extended to Stanwich Road, and
he created a formal entrance to the property here, marked by stone columns. In the early
1930s, Montgomery enlisted the labor of unemployed local masons to
build the rock retaining walls along the entry drive and elsewhere on the property.
In 1930, Montgomery established the Pinetum, a collection of conifers, and went on to acquire
850 species for the property. He favored displays of conifers over open lawns, and therefore
planted aggressively throughout the property. Images of the Pinetum from the 1930s and 1940s
show a heavily‐planted landscape, with little open space and or open lawns. In 1934,
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horticulturist E. Dexter Davis began work on an inventory of the conifers. Over a 2‐1/2 year
period, he photographed and made hand‐written notes about each species.
Page 54 Historic Parks of Greenwich, Connecticut Historic Landscape Report

The entrance to Wild Acres from Stanwich Road, c. 1940. Courtesy of the Historical Society of
the Town of Greenwich.

By the mid 1940s, Montgomery was donating plants from the Pinetum to other institutions. In
1945, he gifted 200 of his most choice specimens to the New York Botanic Garden for a new
conifer garden, to be designed by Marian Coffin. Robert and Nell Montgomery continued to
reside at Wild Acres, spending winters at their estate in Coral Gables, Florida.
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1952 ‐ 1960
Robert Montgomery died in 1952 and shortly thereafter, Nell approached the Greenwich
Parks Superintendent about donating the 125‐acre Pinetum property to the Town, asking that
active recreation on the property be restricted to walking trails, and that it be used
for cultivation of the arts and horticulture. Montgomery’s will contained a provision that
would allow the Town to sell off portions of the 125 acres.
A map of Wild Acres, created in 1943 by S. E. Minor, surveyors of Greenwich, showing proposed
subdivision of the 125 acres. Courtesy of the Garden Education Center.
Historic Parks of Greenwich, Connecticut Page 55 Historic Landscape Report

A view of the mansion from the reflection pond, c. 1940. Courtesy of the Montgomery Botanic
Center.

Initially, Town Meeting rejected the proposal, objecting to the cost of its upkeep. When the
Superintendent made a second pitch to Town Meeting, he enlisted Helen Binney Kitchell to
make the case. Town Meeting unanimously accepted the donation, but made immediate plans
to demolish all but one wing of the mansion.
Between 1955 and 1960, the Town altered the property to make it more suitable for use as a
public park. Town crews cleared a vista from the mansion toward the larger pond. In 1955, a
parking lot was installed at the northern end to accommodate skaters using the pond. In 1956,
the town constructed the lavatory building. The mansion’s west wing was repaired for public
use in 1958, and a professor of landscape design at the University of Connecticut, H. O. Perkins,
created planting plans for the wing’s exterior. In 1959, with the input of landscape architect
Armand Tibbitts, a rock garden was planted on the south lawn of the mansion.
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In 1957, shortly after the official acceptance of the Pinetum by the Town, the Garden Education
Center (initially named the Garden Center) formed, an effort spearheaded by gardening
enthusiast Jane Duff. The Center’s mission was “to inspire and foster interest in better
gardening and horticulture in all phases and related aspects of nature.”
1961 ‐ Present
Greenwich demolished all but the west wing of the mansion in 1960. The following year, the
Town built a new flagstone terrace overlooking the smaller pond, with an adjoining grass
terrace enclosed with plantings and a stone retaining wall. Town crews were propagating and
growing annual bedding plants for all the Town parks in the Pinetum greenhouse. By 1967, a
new natural rock garden, located near the primrose garden, was installed, and a picnic area
constructed.
Also in the 1960s the Town received a donation of a small greenhouse and constructed the
facility on the site of a former garage, which had been destroyed by fire. Benjamin Dietrich was
appointed gardener, and he set up a propagation program for the evergreen collection, and
trained residents in gardening methods. The parks superintendent established a two‐season
flower display (tulips and chrysanthemums) in the vista and lake area, including
Rhododendrons, azaleas, and evergreen plants in the background. The superintendent oversaw
the construction of woodland trails.
By the 1990s, the public launched an effort the gain State recognition of the Lord and Burnham
greenhouse, and in 1993, the building achieved a listing on the State Register of Historic Places.
Activity of the Garden Education Center grew, and in 1993 planning began
Page 56 Historic Parks of Greenwich, Connecticut Historic Landscape Report

A tulip and daffodil bed at the Pinetum, c. 1960. Courtesy of the Greenwich Parks Department.
for construction of a new horticultural building. Greenwich architects Kaehler/Moore created a
design that included a 2,000 sf classroom and workroom space, and an expanded greenhouse.
The building was completed in the late 1990s.
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Long‐range planning for the Pinetum has been limited to a master plan, created in 1999, that
included an inventory of existing park features, but no historical research on the Pinetum
landscape or assessment of its existing conditions. Brainstorming about landscape
improvements took place in the early 2000s before the Garden Education Center’s 50th
anniversary, with a two‐person committee identifying improved handicapped access, enlarged
parking and upgraded circulation to and around the main building as three specific needs.
PERIOD of HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE
The Period of Historical Significance for the Montgomery Pinetum spans the thirty years
between 1922 and 1952. During this time, Robert and Nell Montgomery purchased Wild Acres
and transformed the property into a collection of 850 confer species. They also maintained
garden spaces throughout property, adding interest to the landscape. Future preservation
efforts at the Pinetum should reflect this period.
LANDSCAPE ASSESSMENT
The following assessment of the Montgomery Pinetum landscape documents its existing
natural, built and functional features, and analyzes their condition. Together with the Historical
Development, the assessment provides a basis for the preservation recommendations that
appear at the end of this section.
Context
The Pinetum is bounded on the east side by Bible Street, a narrow residential route leading
from Cos Cob and winding its way northward through heavy woodlands. One‐family residences
stretch along Bible Street to the south, east and north of the Pinetum, and dense woodlands
surround the residences. Despite its close proximity to Cos Cob and the center of Greenwich,
the Pinetum’s setting feels rural.
Topography & Water
Topography across the 10 acres undulates up over knolls and rock outcroppings and down into
low spots containing streams and ponds. Beginning on the east side, the land rolls downward
from Bible Street to a depression with two ponds (a small “hemlock pond” to the north and a
larger “reflection pond” to the south). It then proceeds upward to a ridge that holds portions of
the former Montgomery mansion, a greenhouse, the
Historic Parks of Greenwich, Connecticut Historic Landscape Report
The Pinetum’s ponds are among its most popular features.
Page 57

Garden Education Center, and a park maintenance building. The land then falls steeply to
another stream‐filled depression, and quickly rises to a rocky ridge. The property’s lowest
points are at the pond edges and along the stream bank, and the high points sit near the former
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mansion and at the top of the rocky ridge. The water elevation of the ponds fluctuates with
precipitation amounts, but the two bodies do contain water throughout the year. The stream
only seasonally contains water.
Views
As mentioned under Topography, the 10 acres contain several high points along ridges and
these offer visitors opportunities for long vistas across the property. From the terrace on the
east side of the former mansion, long views are possible southward, to the reflection pond.
From the rocky ridge, visitors can enjoy glimpses eastward to the former mansion. Some of the
trees and understory have become overgrown over the last several decades, minimizing the
effect of these long views.
The property also offers opportunities for many superb shorter views. Significant among these
are the views along the entry drive of the two ponds and the mansion; the views from the pond
edges across the ponds; and the view from the pond back toward the former mansion and its
environs. Colonel Montgomery carefully placed his conifers and other trees and shrubs in the
landscape to create visual
effects, and many of these are still visible in these shorter views.
Entrances, Circulation & Parking
Visitors enter the Pinetum via a narrow driveway leading westward from Bible Street. They pass
between the two ponds and arrive at a fork. A left turn takes motorists northwestward, along a
road – the former estate entry drive – eventually leading past a skating pond to an exit onto
Stanwich Road. A right turn leads visitors to the former mansion, greenhouse, Garden
Education Center, and parking areas.
Parking is possible in one of two lots, both located in the vicinity of the Garden Education
Center (GEC). The first extends eastward from the GEC building, and includes spaces near the
door for handicapped persons. The second lies east of the GEC, at the northern end of the
“fountain” pond. To reach the GEC and other buildings from this lot, visitors must walk a short
distance up a moderate slope.
The entire Pinetum grounds are open to pedestrians, and a network of two trails – the Hemlock
Trail and the Rock Garden Trail ‐‐ strings through much of the property’s wooded
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Some views include sculptures, set against backdrops of conifers.
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areas. The uneven and steep terrain along these trails makes navigation challenging,
particularly for persons with disabilities. While the trails are marked on a map and have been
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blazed, their condition is poor, making them difficult to follow. Many portions of the trails have
been obstructed by fallen trees and overgrown underbrush.
Plant Communities
The Pinetum was created, in part, to display Colonel Montgomery’s collection of conifers, and
many of these remain on the property. Along with the conifers, the site contains the following
communities of plants:
Unmanaged Woodlands. Much of the Pinetum property has become overgrown in recent
decades, with the concentration of unmanaged woodlands lying to the north and west of the
former mansion, greenhouse and Garden Education Center. Hemlocks and a mix of hardwoods
fill these woodlands, and invasive plants, including Aralia (Devil’s Walking Stick) have infiltrated
the understory below. Unmanaged woodlands cover approximately more that 50% of the 10‐
acre mansion environs, and a majority of the entire 91‐acre property.
Plant Collection Area. The approximately 5‐acre area extending southward and eastward from
the former mansion contains the remaining collection of conifers, planted under the direction
of Colonel Montgomery. This area contains the two ponds and approximately 80 conifer
specimens, including the Sargent Weeping Hemlock, the R. H. Montgomery Spruce, as well as
many species of ornamental trees and shrubs, planted to offset the conifers. The ponds contain
water‐loving species, including pond lilies, and the lawn leading to the duck pond features
seasonal bulb displays.
Designed Gardens. Punctuating the Pinetum’s woodlands and conifer collection are several
individually‐designed gardens, each featuring a different genus of plants. Along the mansion’s
terrace is a collection of peonies, and to the north of the park maintenance building is a
Viburnum garden. At a low spot along the old entry drive (located to the south and west of the
former mansion) is a primrose collection. The Pinetum contains two rock gardens, one on the
south lawn below the former mansion, and the other deep in the woodlands, atop the craggy
ridge to the west of the former mansion.
Buildings
Historical records indicate that Wild Acres once held the mansion with 18 rooms, a guest
cottage, laundry building, ice house, water tower, wood shed, cow barn, large garage,
gardener’s cottage, chicken houses and a small barn. Today, only the west wing of the former
mansion (c. 1880), and the Lord and Burnham greenhouse (c. 1928) remain. Several other
buildings have been added as the former private estate has evolved into a public garden. These
include the smaller greenhouse (1968), restroom building (c. 1960s), and Garden Education
Center (1990s), and parks department maintenance building.
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Landscape Details
The extent of the managed landscape at the Pinetum has diminished since the Town assumed
ownership in the 1950s, but the landscape retains several historic features dating to time of the
Montgomerys’ ownership. These include the west wing of the former mansion, Lord and
Burnham greenhouse, gardener’s cottage, steps leading from the mansion down to the
hemlock pond, hemlock pond shelter, reflection pond and overlook, stone walls surrounding
former nursery and
plant propagation sites, designed gardens (discussed in Plant Communities), cobble roadway
gutters, and stone walls supporting the former entry drive. The dozens of remaining species of
trees, shrubs, herbaceous perennials and groundcovers provide historical landscape detail.
Several historic landscape details have been removed. These include much of the mansion,
several outbuildings, four nursery areas and some of the original Montgomery‐era plant
materials.
Contemporary features include the restroom building, Garden Education Center building, parks
department maintenance building, flagstone terrace of the former mansion and parking lots.
PRESERVATION RECOMMENDATIONS The following are recommendations for measures to
be taken by the Town of Greenwich to preserve, restore, reconstruct, and/or rehabilitate the
Montgomery Pinetum:
Define the boundary of the approximately 10‐acre historic core of the Pinetum,
as distinguished from the outlying conservation land.
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Compile a comprehensive inventory of trees, shrubs, herbaceous
perennials and groundcovers on the 10‐acre section of the property, and
compare that list with those prepared by Dexter Davis. From this inventory, the
Town should develop a long‐term restoration plan (including control of invasive
species and management of all species) for plants at the Pinetum, and a plan to
create an arboretum. (Implementation of this recommendation was underway at
the time of the writing of this report.) Historic Parks of Greenwich, Connecticut
Page 65 Historic Landscape Report

The circular fountain, located to the south of the mansion, stands at the top of a westward‐
looking slope.

Complete individual preservation plans for the several garden spaces,
including
the Peony Garden, Primrose Garden, Viburnum Garden, and both Rock
Gardens.
The plans should include recommendations for managing the gardens
over the
long term, and should assign a cost to the each of the recommendations
and organize them according to priority.
Explore the possibility of developing new garden spaces, such as a
Japanese
garden near one of the ponds, a butterfly garden, a bird‐friendly garden,
a
vegetable garden, and a community garden site.
Expand and improve the existing trail system to include the following
elements:
‐ A connection to Central Middle School and the school parking
lot;
‐ A connection to and from the community center;

botanical

the

‐ Interpretation stations at feature areas, such as geological or
features, along the existing and new trails;

‐ An ADA‐compliant route touring users through a limited part of
site, on grades of 5% or less, with wood‐chipped surfaces;
‐ A designated route for cycling;
‐ A designated route for cross‐country training;
‐ Lighting along some of the walks/paths.
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Connect the Pinetum trails to the Connecticut‐wide Blue Trail system, allowing a
link between Cos Cob and the Merritt Parkway edge.
Develop and implement a trail maintenance program – one that ensures regular
upkeep of the trail routes (clearing, re‐blazing, step and bridge repair), and organize a
crew of volunteers to routinely tend the trail network.
Develop a long‐term plan for parking at the Pinetum, including an improved
handicapped parking site, as well as a new parking area, to be located at one or more of
the following locations: ‐ the southeast corner of the property, or ‐ across Bible Street
in the current compost storage area or existing gravel area.
Develop a sign program that includes welcome signs at entrances; directional
signs, and interpretive signs at feature areas. Page 66 Historic Parks of Greenwich,
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The woodland trail system leads visitors to more remote parts of the site, including a rock
garden atop one of the property’s steep ridges.

Seek an alternate location for the existing picnic area, such as the grassy area,
located to the east of the Pinetum Drive (site of former nursery/orchard).
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Develop a plan for the re‐use of the former Wagner House site as a nursery,
demonstration garden, or vegetable plot.
Commission an engineering study of the two ponds with the goal of controlling
sediment over the long term. Include plans for restoring the pond edges in this study.
As an outgrowth of the physical improvements, listed above, expand
programming at the Pinetum, such as “Know Your Parks” walks through the grounds to
educate visitors about the Pinetum’s history, and broader use of the mansion and
greenhouses.
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