Town of Greenwich
Special Meeting Board of Selectmen
May 24,2018
l : OOP.M .

Town Hall Meeting Room

APPROVED MINUTES
1.

The :meeting opened at 10:14 A.M. with the Pledge of Allegiance.
a. Attendance:
a. First Selectman Peter J . Tesei -Present
b. SelectmanJohnToner-Present
c. Selectman Sandy Litvack- Present via telephone

Following the Pledge, Mr. Tesei greeted and welcomed attendees commenting that it was
a Regular Meeting of the Board of Selectmen who reserve the right to call on people to ask
questions and make comments.

2. Approval of Minutes.
a. Minutes of Board of Selectmen Regular Meeting held on May 10, 2018 were

moved for approval by Mr. Toner, and seconded by Mr. Litvack. The
motion passed unanimously.

3. First Selectman's Updates- Peter J. Tesei
On May 10, Mr. Tesei attended the Greenwich Council of the Boy Scouts of America
Recognition Dinner & 42nd annual Gathering of Eagles at the Hyatt Regency. 18
young men were honored for their community service.
On May 14, the Cash-Handling Task Force - comprised of Town Administrator Ben
Branyan, Comptroller Peter Mynarski, Human Resources Director Mary Pepe and
Mr. Tesei, completed its review of cash-handling practices throughout Town
departments and issued its final report and recommendations. Mr. Tesei read the
press release issued on the report and recommendations.
Also on May 14, the RTM approved the 2018-19 budget. It was a nearly unanimous
vote: 202-0-2. And then this past Monday (5.21.18), the BET set the mill rate- and
for possibly the first time in history, the mill rate remained unchanged at 11.369
mills.
The Greenwich United Way launched its new direct impact program - 'Early
Childhood Achievement Gap Solutions,' that focuses on kids with economic
disadvantages.
The First Selectman's Diversity Advisory Committee announced the winners of the
9th annual Diversity Writing Contest here in the Town Hall Meeting Room. For the
second consecutive year, Monique Nikolov won the contest. Mr. Tesei thanked an
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anonymous donor who donated half of the money needed for the prizes, and the
Town of Human Resources for donating the other half of the prize money.
On May 17, Mr. Tesei attended the GEMS annual service awards ceremony held at
the Greenwich Boat & Yacht Club.
The Hillside Road Working Group, which has met several times, has been scheduled
to present its findings at the June 27 Board of Selectmen meeting.
Mr. Tesei said he received a thank you note from New Lebanon School fourth-grader
Hank van Schaik. He hosted Hank and his Dad, and his friend Jhon Kilgallen for
lunch on May 8. They also were treated to visits from GEMS and GFD.
The Town received notification last week from Live Green CT that because of its
work in banning plastic bags, Greenwich has been selected as a "Climate Champion."
According to Live Green CT, Climate Champions were chosen by Live Green's
advisory committee in cooperation with The Discovery Museum and the Greater
New Haven Clean Cities Coalition, for their "high level of regional leadership and
innovation that has been shown in the area of sustainability."
Mr. Tesei also read a letter from resident Joan Pellegrino thanking Traffic
Operations Coordinator Melissa Evans for her assistance in resolving an issue.
Mr. Tesei also said the Town received notification from the City of Stamford that that
municipality will be conducting paving and storm drainage work on Havemeyer Lane
sometime after May 1.
There are several upcoming events including the Greenwich Chamber of Commerce
annual awards luncheon during which several residents will be honored for their
community contributions.
Mr. Tesei also read the list of various Memorial Day weekend events scheduled for
the weekend.
He also said that on May 30, the Greenwich Library will announce the selection for
this year's Greenwich Reads Together program.
Next weekend will be the start of the 23rd Greenwich Concours d'Elegance at Roger
Sherman Baldwin Park as well as the 4th Greenwich International Film Festival.
4. Old Business

There was none.

5. New Business
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a.

Installation of an all-way stop sign on Sheephill Road and Sound
Beach Avenue Extension - Melissa Evans, traffic operations
coordinator.
Before the presentation, Deputy Public Works Commissioner announced that
this week is National Public Works Week and that Ms. Evans has organized a
food drive at both the Holly Hill Transfer Station and DPW. The goal is to fill
a truck with food donations that will be delivered to the Neighbor to Neighbor
food pantry.
Ms. Evans explained that the stop sign installation is the result of concerns
from several residents as well as walkers to North Mianus School and bus
stops. There isn't a stop sign on Sheephill and the situation meets all traffic
warrants.
Selectmen Litvack and Toner asked whether a traffic signal could be installed.
Ms. Evans explained that would be extreme for this location but that she
would canvass residents.
Resident Gayle DiPoli, 88 Sheephill Rd., expressed concern about access to
her driveway and the placement of the stop sign.
Mr. Michel said an analysis indicates there are four cars per minute traveling
the intersection during peak morning hours. He also said there will be a
review about installation of sidewalks in the area before school starts in the
fall.
Upon a motion by Mr. Litvack that was seconded by Mr.
Toner, the board unanimously approved installation of the allway stop sign at the intersection.

6. Appointments and Nominations
There was a review of vacancies and nominations that will need to be addressed
during the summer so that nominations may be submitted in time for the deadline
of the September RTM call.

7. Executive Session
a.

Executive Session to discuss pending litigation and settlement of
claims.
Mr. Toner made a motion that was seconded by Mr. Litvack to
enter Executive Session. It was unanimously approved.

In attendance were Town Attorney Wayne Fox, Assistant Town Attorneys Aamina
Ahmad, Gene McLaughlin and John Wetmore; Deputy DPW Commissioner Jim
Michel, Town Building Official Bill Marr and Recording Secretary Barbara Heins.
Mr. Toner made a motion to exit the Executive Session that
was seconded by Mr. Litvack and unanimously approved by
the Board.
Mr. Litvack made a motion that was seconded by Mr. Toner to
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authorize payment of $1 million for the self-insured retention
towards the $6.5 million settlement of Abercrombie v. the
Town of Greenwich. The Board unanimously approved.
Mr. Toner made a motion that was seconded by Mr. Litvack to
approve the proposed ConnDOT Sewer Encroachment Permit
and Agreement to allow the sewer force main line to be built
on state highway land between the railroad tracks and I -95 in
central Greenwich. It was unanimously approved.

8. Adjournment
Mr. Toner made a motion to adjourn at 12:06 p.m. Upon a second by
Mr. Litvack. The motion was approved unanimously.
The next Meeting of the Board of Selectmen is scheduled for Friday, June 15, 2018 at
10:00 A.M. in the Town Hall Meeting Room.

Peter J. Tesei, First Selectman

Prepared by Barbara A. Heins,
Recording Secretary
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