TOWN OF

GREENWICH
Office of the First Selectman (203) 622-7710 fax: (203) 622-3793
Town Hall• 101 Field Point Road • Greenwich, CT 06830
E-Mail: fred.camillo@greenwichct.org

Fred Camillo
First Selectman

Board of Selectmen Meeting
Thursday, June 23, 2022
10:00 a.m.
Town Hall Meeting Room and via Zoom Webinar
https://greenwichct.zoom.us/j/82708568466?pwd=a3ErRW9tcjVKTWNoYjYrWXgyazR4UT09
Dial-in: 1 646 518 9805
Webinar ID: 827 0856 8466
Password: 4830389

AGENDA AMENDED
1. Welcome and Pledge of Allegiance
2. Approval of minutes
a. Regular meeting June 9, 2022
b. Special meeting June 9, 2022
3. First Selectman’s Updates – Fred Camillo.
4. Selectmen’s Updates – Selectwoman Lauren Rabin and Select-person Janet
Stone McGuigan.
5. Old Business
a. Amendment to traffic ordinance: No parking zone Perna Lane. Deputy Police
Chief Kraig Gray and Senior Civil Engineer Gabriella Circosta-Cohee.
Postponed until July 14.
b. Municipal Improvement: Greenwich Avenue intersection improvements –
Arch/Havemeyer and Fawcett/Grigg – Deputy Public Works Commissioner Jim
Michel.
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6. New Business
a. Amend Neighbor to Neighbor lease of 1 Horseneck Lane – Town Administrator
& COO Ben Branyan and Neighbor to Neighbor Executive Director Margaret
Goldberg.
b. Board of Education request to form an Old Greenwich School Building
Committee – School Superintendent Dr. Toni Jones.
c. Board of Education request to form a Julian Curtiss School Building Committee
– School Superintendent Dr. Toni Jones.
d. Request for a Town declaration of a climate change emergency – Isabelle
Harper.
e. Request for a road closure on Sound Beach Avenue – Richard Fulton & Marcos
Torno on behalf of the Old Greenwich Merchants Association.
7. Public Comment period.
8. Appointments/Nominations
9. Adjournment

Fred Camillo
First Selectman

The Town complies with all applicable federal and state laws regarding non-discrimination, equal opportunity,
affirmative action, and providing reasonable accommodations for persons with disabilities. If you require an
accommodation to participate, please contact the Commissioner of Human Services at 203-622-3800 or

demetria.nelson@greenwichct.org
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Town of Greenwich
Board of Selectmen Meeting
June 9, 2022
10:00 a.m.
Town Hall Meeting Room and via Zoom webinar

DRAFT MINUTES
1. Welcome and Pledge of Allegiance
The meeting was called to order at 10:12 a.m.
a. Attendance:
a. First Selectman Fred Camillo - Present
b. Selectwoman Lauren Rabin – Present via Zoom
c. Select-person Janet Stone McGuigan – Present
2. Approval of minutes
a. Regular meeting April 28, 2022
Upon a motion by Ms. Rabin and a second by Ms.
Stone McGuigan, the minutes were approved
unanimously.
a. Special meeting April 28, 2022
Upon a motion by Ms. Rabin and a second by Ms.
Stone McGuigan, the minutes were approved
unanimously.
b. Regular meeting May 26, 2022
Upon a motion by Ms. Rabin and a second by Ms.
Stone McGuigan, the minutes were approved
unanimously.
c. Special meeting May 26, 2022
Upon a motion by Ms. Rabin and a second by Ms.
Stone McGuigan, the minutes were approved
unanimously.
3. First Selectman’s Updates

Mr. Camillo gave a preview of several upcoming events throughout Town. He also
spoke of his upcoming meetings June 17 with the Connecticut Department of
Transportation regarding I-95 rehabilitation and noise pollution, as well as CT 169
Strong which is comprised of municipal officials in the region concerned about
affordable housing issues with 8-30g.
4. Selectmen’s Updates
Selectwoman Rabin spoke of the Re-Imagine Greenwich Free Music Fridays
program beginning June 10 and with select evening concerts during the summer.
Re-Imagine Greenwich is raising money for decorative skins to be placed on the
dining nodes.
Ms. Stone McGuigan said she attended the Western Connecticut Council of
Governments meeting and plans to attend the Pride month proclamation and flagraising on June 14, the electrify your life expo sponsored by the Conservation
Commission. She also said she participated in ‘no mow May’ and plans to propose
5. Old Business
a. Lease renewal: Abilis, 101 Orchard St., the Contemporary House on the
Pomerance property (second read) – Assistant Town Attorney Valerie Maze
Keeney.
Assistant Town Attorney Valerie Maze Keeney explained the changes to the
lease terms and that once approved, the lease would be forwarded to the
Planning & Zoning Commission for a Municipal Improvement approval.
Upon a motion by Ms. Rabin and a second by Ms.
Stone McGuigan, the lease was approved
unanimously.
6. New Business
a. Amendment to traffic ordinance: No parking zone Perna Lane. Deputy Police
Chief Kraig Gray and Senior Civil Engineer Gabriella Circosta-Cohee.
Deputy Chief Gray gave an overview of the proposed change, explaining that it
comes after years of complaints about vehicle safety. Parking services and the
Public Works department studied the issue.
Several residents spoke about the proposal.
Marcella Bravo, 18 Perna Lane: said there aren’t any safety concerns and there
haven’t been any accidents; asked who filed the complaints.

Marilyn Corzo, 18 Perna Lane: as a 30-year resident, she has not witnessed any
accidents or near misses. She provided a photo array to illustrate there isn’t a
need for a no parking zone; there are at least 25 children in the neighborhood;
the Federal Highway Administration says that parked cars reducing speeding;
changing the ordinance is precedent setting – all roads in town should be
reviewed.
Nancy Fantin, 10 Perna Lane: She lives on the Wescott end of the street, drivers
ignore the stop sign at the intersection; there is plenty of room to park on Perna;
her concern is that parking will be moved closer to her home and create
obstacles, making it more difficult for her to walk as she is legally blind.
Bob Mazza: said the proposed amendment is not a solution to the traffic
problems; Perna Lana Lane used to be a dead-end street.
Audra O’ Donovan: she has 3 children and with speeding motorists, children
cannot play in the street; most homes have 1-car garages and no where else to
park; school bus service is not available to the 25-plus children who live in the
neighborhood, so many walk to nearby schools.
Paul Fix, 36 Perna Lane: said the issue is speeding cars his mailbox was hit by a
passing vehicle; he is terrified to walk on the street.
Jack Campisi, 16 Perna Lane: he lives on the corner and can park his vehicle
safely.
Kathleen Willsey, 11 Perna Lane: has lived on there for 70 years, there hasn’t
been an accident and remembers when it was a dirt road and a dead end; she
along with other neighbors have carved out parking spaces on their lawns in front
of their homes;her 98-year-old mother has caretakers who will have nowhere to
park.
Jenn Zazula, 15 Perna Lane: as a mother of 8 children who walk to school, she is
concerned about safety.
Mr. Camillo ended the public comment section stating there will be a second read
on the proposal and that something will have to be done to slow down traffic.
b. Municipal Improvement: Greenwich Avenue intersection improvements –
Arch/Havemeyer and Fawcett/Grigg – Deputy Public Works Commissioner Jim
Michel.
Mr. Michel provided an overview of the projects which he said adds 12 parking
spaces, creates more pedestrian safety by reducing the crossing distance – with
800-plus pedestrians at Arch Street on a Saturday; improves ADA accessibility
and adds landscaping.

Mr. Camillo said that with the Elm Street bumpouts, vehicles are not speeding;
the projects will be fully paid for with state transportation grants and cannot be
used for other projects. He also said the war memorial will not be impacted and
that there will be a pathway created to the memorial.
Ms. Stone McGuigan said the renderings do not show outdoor dining and was
appreciative that there will be accommodations for bike racks.
Ms. Rabin said the First Selectman’s Re-Imagine Greenwich committee supports
the projects.
Christina Volkwein of RTM District 2: Her questions: why the transportation grant
application did not include a check for the box asking whether the project is in a
historic district; whether parking will be taken away from Greenwich Avenue
between Arch and Grigg streets; requested documents regarding protected open
space; said she counted five, not four crossing points.
Mr. Michel responded that the entire project is within the Town of Greenwich
RoW.
David Wold: said he wanted to address the historical perspective of the veterans
memorials; that all 3 memorials will be disrupted by the work that is in a
dedicated historical site; the work is in a historic district; that DPW plans do not
include the WWI memorial at the plaza.
Mr. Michel said these are preliminary designs.
Don Sylvester: said the intersection was built 100 years ago as the center of
Greenwich; questioned whether Greenwich Police and Fire departments agree
with the design; there is a need for a traffic cop on Greenwich Avenue.
Jane Sprung, RTM District 10: said there remains great community divide on the
bumpouts as the project was approved by a 16-vote margin by the RTM;
questioned how many parking spaces on Greenwich Avenue will be lost even
with the addition of 12 spaces on Arch Street; expressed concern that her elderly
in-laws can no longer park close to their Greenwich Avenue destination – that the
needs of the elderly should be taken into consideration.
Louisa Stone, RTM District 10: expressed concern over the loss of lawns and
damage to trees; suggested consideration of a public survey to determine if
residents want police returned to directing Greenwich Avenue traffic and
bumpouts.
Davidde Strackbein: chair of the Greenwich 375th committee: spoke of the
historic nature of the area and referenced the municipal historic district sign and
the Civil War stone installed in 1914 by 25 Greenwich Civil War veterans.

7. Public Comment.
There was none
8. Appointments/Nominations
There were none.
9. Adjournment

At 12:01 p.m., Ms. Rabin made a motion to adjourn.
Upon a second by Ms. Stone McGuigan, the motion
was approved unanimously.

___________________________
Prepared by Barbara A. Heins,
Recording Secretary

Town of Greenwich
Board of Selectmen Special Meeting
June 9, 2022
11:00 a.m.
Zoom meeting

DRAFT MINUTES
1. Call to order
The meeting was called to order at 12:08 p.m.
a. Attendance:
a. First Selectman Fred Camillo – Present
b. Selectwoman Lauren Rabin – Present
c. Select-person Janet Stone McGuigan – Present
2. Executive Session – Interviews with candidates for board, commissions or
committees; Discussion of D. Jackson v. Town of Greenwich; Town of Greenwich v.
Local 456 International Brotherhood of Teamsters.
At 12:08 p.m., Ms. Rabin made a motion to enter
Executive Session. Upon a second by Ms. Stone
McGuigan, the motion was approved unanimously.
Attending: the Board and Board secretary Barbara Heins; candidates Brad
Markowitz, Winston Robinson, Lile Gibbons, Town Attorney Barbara
Schellenberg and Assistant Town Attorney Valerie Maze Keeney.
At 1:20 p.m., Ms. Rabin made a motion to leave
Executive Session. Upon a second by Ms. Stone
McGuigan, the motion was approved unanimously.
3. Possible votes on matters discussed in Executive Session.
Ms. Rabin made a motion to approve a settlement of
$45,000 in the case of Dawn Jackson v. Town of
Greenwich. Upon a second by Ms. Stone McGuigan,
the motion was approved unanimously.

4. Adjournment
At 1:22 p.m., Ms. Rabin made a motion to adjourn.
Upon a second by Ms. Stone McGuigan, the motion
was approved unanimously.

___________________________
Prepared by Barbara A. Heins,
Recording Secretary

TOWN OF GREENWICH

DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS

MEMORANDUM

TO:

Board of Selectmen

FROM:

James Michel, Deputy Commissioner of Public Works

DATE:

May 27, 2022

RE:

Municipal Improvement - Greenwich Ave. Intersection Improvements
Arch/Havemeyer and Fawcett/Grigg

AGENDA ITEM FOR 06/09/2022 BOARD OF SELECTMEN MEETING
The Department of Public Works (DPW) has developed plans for proposed intersection improvements for the
intersections of Greenwich Avenue and Arch Street / Havemeyer Place along with Greenwich Avenue and
Fawcett Place / Grigg Street. At this time, DPW is requesting the Board of Selectmen vote to refer the
Municipal Improvement for these intersection improvements to the Planning and Zoning Commission.
The intent of these intersection improvements is to implement Complete Streets policies that improve safety
and accessibility for all users. Complete Streets has been adopted by the Federal Highway Administration as
their default approach for designing roadways. Greenwich Avenue is the center of the Town’s major
commercial business district. On your typical day the number of pedestrians and vehicles are nearly equal.
In order to meet the ever changing needs of the community, this project increases the amount of parking by
10-12 parking spaces, it shortens the crossing distance for pedestrians, improves intersection visibility,
properly aligns Arch Street with Havemeyer Place and it significantly improves accessibility for persons with
disabilities. Along with these key roadway features, the project will increase the amount of greenspace,
provide patio areas, and add benches, bike racks decorative crosswalks and street lights. The proposed
improvements will not remove or compromise any trees. It will improve the connection to the public gather
spaces such as the greenspaces near the Greenwich Common, the Havemeyer Building and Restoration
Hardware and improves the sidewalk connect to the memorial on the Havemeyer property.

Enclosed for your review are the renderings of the area which show the proposed improvements. DPW staff
will be available at the meeting to address any questions.

TOWN OF

GREENWICH
Office of the First Selectman (203) 622-7710 fax: (203) 622-3793
Town Hall• 101 Field Point Road • Greenwich, CT 06830
E-Mail: fred.camillo@greenwichct.org

Fred Camillo
First Selectman

MEMORANDUM
TO:

Board of Selectmen

FROM:

Ben Branyan, Town Administrator & COO

DATE:

June 1, 2022

RE:

Neighbor to Neighbor Lease Renewal of 1 Horseneck Lane
________________________________________________

Action Requested: Approve Neighbor to Neighbor lease renewal of 1 Horseneck Lane for last
and final term of two (2) months, with an expiration date of August 31, 2022.
Background: Neighbor to Neighbor is currently operating at 1 Horseneck Lane with an
amended lease approved by the RTM in March 2022 with an original end date of June 30, 2022.
The Board of Selectmen approved amending the lease at their January 27, 2022 meeting.
Amended Paragraph 13 reads: The CORPORATION shall have the option to renew this Lease
for one (1) successive additional term of two (2) months (through August 31, 2022) after the
expiration hereof, with the written request of the CORPORATION to the TOWN by one (1) month
prior to the expiration of the term, and the approval of the Board of Selectmen. Such additional
term shall be subject to such conditions as the TOWN may then deem necessary or appropriate.
Neighbor to Neighbor has requested exercising their only renewal option, with an expiration date
of August 31, 2022.
Attachments:
1.
Email from Margaret Tjimos Goldberg requesting lease renewal
2.
Lease Between the Town of Greenwich and Neighbor to Neighbor
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Branyan, Ben
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Margaret Goldberg <mtgoldberg@ntngreenwich.org>
Tuesday, May 31, 2022 6:21 PM
Branyan, Ben
Re: In re: 1 Horseneck La and request for lease extension to 8/31/22

[EXTERNAL]

Good afternoon, Ben.
Thank you for your prompt reply to my inquiry, related to the exercise of an option to renew the Lease Agreement with
the Town,
in re: 1 Horseneck La, for one (1) successive additional term of two (2) months, to August 31, 2022, as stipulated within
the Agreement.
We are in the very last stages of completing our new facility located on the Christ Church campus. All submittals have
been provided to the Town and the building’s final inspection was passed on Friday, 5/27.
We now await a departmental approval in order to schedule our asphalt paving of the driveway.
As with all matters in construction and particularly during COVID, we have experienced supply concerns, change in
schedules and the unanticipated.
We continue to move forward yet we plan with some caution. With the consideration of an additional two month term
to the Agreement, we can anticipate a deliberate and safe transition to our new facility.
I would be available to address any questions or comments that may arise and I understand that a written request to the
Town may be approved by the Board of Selectmen. Any consideration of an additional term shall be subject to such
conditions as the Town would deem necessary or appropriate.
I appreciate the Town’s support and positive partnership that has been so graciously extended to our organization and
we continue to serve our community with pride and dedication.
Sincere regards,

Margaret Tjimos Goldberg
Executive Director
Neighbor to Neighbor
248 East Putnam Avenue
Greenwich, CT 06830
(203) 622‐9208 ext. 11

email: mtgoldberg@ntngreenwich.org
www.ntngreenwich.org
Please consider donating or supporting our on‐line food drive.
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EXHIBIT A

3/29/2021 1:15:46 PM
Scale: 1"=100'
Scale is approximate
This map was produced from the Town of Greenwich Geographic
Information System. The Town expressly disclaims any liability that
may result from the use of this map. Aerial: 4/2016. Topo: 4/2016
Property Data: 10/1/19.
Map Printed Date: 3/29/2021 1:15:46 Copyright © 2000 by the Town of Greenwich.
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OP ID: ID
DATE (MM/DD/YYYY)

CERTIFICATE OF LIABILITY INSURANCE

07/15/2021

THIS CERTIFICATE IS ISSUED AS A MATTER OF INFORMATION ONLY AND CONFERS NO RIGHTS UPON THE CERTIFICATE HOLDER. THIS
CERTIFICATE DOES NOT AFFIRMATIVELY OR NEGATIVELY AMEND, EXTEND OR ALTER THE COVERAGE AFFORDED BY THE POLICIES
BELOW. THIS CERTIFICATE OF INSURANCE DOES NOT CONSTITUTE A CONTRACT BETWEEN THE ISSUING INSURER(S), AUTHORIZED
REPRESENTATIVE OR PRODUCER, AND THE CERTIFICATE HOLDER.
IMPORTANT: If the certificate holder is an ADDITIONAL INSURED, the policy(ies) must have ADDITIONAL INSURED provisions or be endorsed.
If SUBROGATION IS WAIVED, subject to the terms and conditions of the policy, certain policies may require an endorsement. A statement on
this certificate does not confer rights to the certificate holder in lieu of such endorsement(s).

914-762-5800

PRODUCER

Charles Goodman & Company, Ltd
1210 Pleasantville Rd.
Briarcliff Manor, NY 10510
David N. Levine

CONTACT Isabel DaSilva
NAME:
PHONE
914-762-5800
(A/C, No, Ext):
E-MAIL
Isabel@cgoodmangroup.com
ADDRESS:

FAX
914-762-6666
(A/C, No):

INSURER(S) AFFORDING COVERAGE

NAIC #

18058
20478

INSURER A : Philadelphia

Indemnity Ins. Co
National
Fire
Ins. Co of HFI
INSURER B :

INSURED

Neighbor to Neighbor Inc.
Margaret Goldberg
248 E Putnam Ave
Greenwich, CT 06830

INSURER C :
INSURER D :
INSURER E :
INSURER F :

COVERAGES

CERTIFICATE NUMBER:

REVISION NUMBER:

THIS IS TO CERTIFY THAT THE POLICIES OF INSURANCE LISTED BELOW HAVE BEEN ISSUED TO THE INSURED NAMED ABOVE FOR THE POLICY PERIOD
INDICATED. NOTWITHSTANDING ANY REQUIREMENT, TERM OR CONDITION OF ANY CONTRACT OR OTHER DOCUMENT WITH RESPECT TO WHICH THIS
CERTIFICATE MAY BE ISSUED OR MAY PERTAIN, THE INSURANCE AFFORDED BY THE POLICIES DESCRIBED HEREIN IS SUBJECT TO ALL THE TERMS,
EXCLUSIONS AND CONDITIONS OF SUCH POLICIES. LIMITS SHOWN MAY HAVE BEEN REDUCED BY PAID CLAIMS.
INSR
LTR

A

ADDL SUBR
INSD WVD

TYPE OF INSURANCE

X

POLICY NUMBER

POLICY EFF
POLICY EXP
(MM/DD/YYYY) (MM/DD/YYYY)

COMMERCIAL GENERAL LIABILITY
CLAIMS-MADE

X

PHPK2264832

OCCUR

04/23/2021 04/23/2022

GEN'L AGGREGATE LIMIT APPLIES PER:
PROPOLICY
LOC
JECT

LIMITS

EACH OCCURRENCE
DAMAGE TO RENTED
PREMISES (Ea occurrence)

$

MED EXP (Any one person)

$

PERSONAL & ADV INJURY

$

GENERAL AGGREGATE

$

PRODUCTS - COMP/OP AGG

$

OTHER:

A

$

AUTOMOBILE LIABILITY

X

$

1,000,000
100,000
5,000
1,000,000
3,000,000
3,000,000

PHPK2264832

ANY AUTO
OWNED
AUTOS ONLY
HIRED
AUTOS ONLY

04/23/2021 04/23/2022

SCHEDULED
AUTOS
NON-OWNED
AUTOS ONLY

COMBINED SINGLE LIMIT
(Ea accident)

$

BODILY INJURY (Per person)

$

1,000,000

BODILY INJURY (Per accident) $
PROPERTY DAMAGE
(Per accident)
$
$

A

X

UMBRELLA LIAB

X

EXCESS LIAB

DED

B

X

RETENTION $

OCCUR

PHUB765162

CLAIMS-MADE

04/23/2021 04/23/2022

EACH OCCURRENCE

$

AGGREGATE

$

10,000

WORKERS COMPENSATION
AND EMPLOYERS' LIABILITY
ANY PROPRIETOR/PARTNER/EXECUTIVE
OFFICER/MEMBER EXCLUDED?
(Mandatory in NH)
If yes, describe under
DESCRIPTION OF OPERATIONS below

1,000,000
1,000,000

$

X
Y/N

6S58UB-1K36609-6-21

04/23/2021 04/23/2022

N/A

PER
STATUTE

OTHER

E.L. EACH ACCIDENT

$

E.L. DISEASE - EA EMPLOYEE $
E.L. DISEASE - POLICY LIMIT

$

1,000,000
1,000,000
1,000,000

DESCRIPTION OF OPERATIONS / LOCATIONS / VEHICLES (ACORD 101, Additional Remarks Schedule, may be attached if more space is required)

re: 1 Horseneck Lane Greenwich CT 06830
Town of Greenwich is included as additional insured as required by lease.

CERTIFICATE HOLDER

CANCELLATION

TOWNGRE
Town of Greenwich
Ben Branyan
101 Field Point Road
Greenwich, CT 06830

ACORD 25 (2016/03)

SHOULD ANY OF THE ABOVE DESCRIBED POLICIES BE CANCELLED BEFORE
THE EXPIRATION DATE THEREOF, NOTICE WILL BE DELIVERED IN
ACCORDANCE WITH THE POLICY PROVISIONS.
AUTHORIZED REPRESENTATIVE

© 1988-2015 ACORD CORPORATION. All rights reserved.
The ACORD name and logo are registered marks of ACORD

GREENWICH PUBLIC SCHOOLS
Havemeyer Building
290 Greenwich Avenue
Greenwich, CT 06830
203-625-7400
Toni_Jones@Greenwich.k12.ct.us

Dr. Toni Jones

Superintendent of Schools

Sent via Email
May 19, 2022
Mr. Fred Camillo
First Selectman
101 Field Point Road
Greenwich, CT 06830
Dear Mr. Camillo,
The Greenwich Board of Education is formally requesting that the Greenwich Board of Selectman take
up the item of the formation of an Old Greenwich School Building Committee at their meeting dated
June 23, 2022.
The Board of Education is requesting that the Board of Selectman follow the necessary processes with
the goal of bringing this item to the RTM at their September 19, 2022 meeting for approval.
Sincerely,

Toni Jones
Superintendent
Greenwich Public Schools

GREENWICH PUBLIC SCHOOLS
Havemeyer Building
290 Greenwich Avenue
Greenwich, CT 06830
203-625-7400
Toni_Jones@Greenwich.k12.ct.us

Dr. Toni Jones

Superintendent of Schools

Sent via Email
June 2, 2022
Mr. Fred Camillo
First Selectman
101 Field Point Road
Greenwich, CT 06830
Dear Mr. Camillo,
The Greenwich Board of Education is formally requesting that the Greenwich Board of Selectman take
up the item of the formation of a Julian Curtiss School Building Committee at their meeting dated June
23, 2022.
The Board of Education is requesting that the Board of Selectman follow the necessary processes with
the goal of bringing this item to the RTM at their September 19, 2022 meeting for approval.
Last year the BET and RTM voted that any project which qualifies for state or federal funding, or needs
a municipal improvement, now requires a building committee. The Board of Education is requesting a
waiver for the formation of building committees at the following schools for upcoming small-scale
maintenance HVAC projects that will be ARP funded: Cos Cob School, Eastern Middle School, Glenville
School, Hamilton Avenue School, ISD, Julian Curtiss School, New Lebanon School, North Mianus
School, Riverside School, Western Middle School and Greenwich High School.
Sincerely,

Toni Jones
Superintendent
Greenwich Public Schools

RESOLUTION DECLARING A CLIMATE EMERGENCY – Version 5/24/22
WHEREAS, in the past decade the Town of Greenwich has experienced extreme
weather, including severe storms, drought, and intense heat, which has resulted in
increased risks to public health and safety due to an urban heat island effect, loss of
power and basic utilities, high riverine floodwaters, inland and coastal flooding, and
reduced urban tree canopy; and
WHEREAS, the Town of Greenwich is a coastal community and is vulnerable to
damage by rising sea levels; and

T

WHEREAS, the United Nations’ Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC), is
a well-regarded international organization established under the United Nations for the
interchange of ideas on climate change and to provide governments at all levels with
the scientific information they need to develop policies to address climate change; and

R
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WHEREAS, the IPCC notes in its 2014 Fifth Assessment Report, “Continued emission
of greenhouse gasses will cause further warming and long-lasting changes in all
components of the climate system, increasing the likelihood of severe, pervasive, and
irreversible impacts for people and ecosystems”1; and
WHEREAS, atmospheric carbon dioxide concentrations have increased from
approximately 280 parts per million (ppm) in the 18th century7 to 414 ppm in 2020, and
human activities currently release over 30 billion tons of carbon dioxide into the
atmosphere every year2; and

D

WHEREAS, the IPCC concludes with high confidence that at warming levels beyond
2°C by 2100, risks of extirpation, extinction and ecosystem collapse escalate rapidly,
and climate impacts on ocean and coastal ecosystems will be exacerbated by
increases in intensity, reoccurrence and duration of marine heatwaves3; and
WHEREAS, there is a direct, linear relationship between the total amount of CO2
released by human activity and the level of warming at the Earth’s surface and the US
is responsible for the largest share of historical emissions with some 20% of the global
total;4 and
WHEREAS, in April 2016, world leaders from 175 countries, including the United
States, recognized the threat of climate change and the urgent need to combat it by
https://www.ipcc.ch/site/assets/uploads/2018/05/SYR_AR5_FINAL_full_wcover.pdf pg 8
https://www.epa.gov/climatechange-science/causes-climate-change
3
https://report.ipcc.ch/ar6wg2/pdf/IPCC_AR6_WGII_FactSheet_Biodiversity.pdf pg 2
4
https://www.carbonbrief.org/analysis-which-countries-are-historically-responsible-for-climate-change/
1
2

signing the Paris Agreement, pledging to work to keep warming “well below 2°C above
pre-industrial levels” and to “pursue efforts to limit the temperature increase to 1.5°C”;
and
WHEREAS, in October 2018, an IPCC special report projected that limiting warming to
the 1.5°C target this century will require an unprecedented transformation of every
sector of the global economy over the next 12 years; and

T

WHEREAS, in March 2022, IPCC climate scientists said, “the scientific evidence is
unequivocal: climate change is a threat to human wellbeing and the health of the
planet. Any further delay in concerted global action will miss a brief and rapidly closing
window to secure a livable future”;5 and

R
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WHEREAS, restoring a safe climate urgently requires a comprehensive mobilization to
reduce greenhouse gas emissions across all sectors, to implement mitigation strategies
to remove greenhouse gasses [CO2, methane & Nitrous Oxide] from the atmosphere,
and to adopt measures to protect all species from the most severe consequences of
climate change;
WHEREAS, black, Indigenous, and other communities of color, as well as low-income
communities, minority communities in particular, in the United States and around the
world have suffered the gravest consequences of the extractive economy since its
inception and also suffer first and most acutely from climate disruption and
environmental hazards, including air, water, and land pollution; and
WHEREAS, higher levels of global warming lead to greater constraints on societies and
climate change increases the threat of poverty and food insecurity.

D

https://www.ipcc.ch/report/ar6/wg2/downloads/report/IPCC_AR6_WGII_FinalDraft_Ch
apter08.pdf pg3

WHEREAS, it is vital that the Town of Greenwich recognizes and starts to address the
challenges presented by the climate crisis.
NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED THAT THE GREENWICH BOARD OF
SELECTMEN declares:
1. the existence of a climate emergency, which threatens the natural world upon
which our community, region and country rely; and;

5

https://www.ipcc.ch/2022/02/28/pr-wgii-ar6/ intro

2. this declaration of a climate emergency provides the foundation upon which the
Town of Greenwich shall develop future priorities, policies, plans, budgets, and
actions; and
3. that it shall be the policy of the Town of Greenwich that all Town department
heads, committees, and commissions shall establish plans to reduce
greenhouse gas emissions by both the Town and the wider community, placing
the highest priority on providing the benefits of a clean-energy economy to all
community members on an equitable basis; and

AF

T

4. that the Greenwich Board of Selectmen agrees to work with the Board of
Estimate and Taxation and the Representative Town Meeting to establish an
emergency mobilization effort that, with ongoing Town funding and appropriate
financial and regulatory assistance from state and federal authorities, will aim to
end Town-generated greenhouse gas emissions by or before December 31,
2030 in compliance with State law adopted in 20226, and to adopt techniques to
safely reduce Townwide carbon emissions; and
5. that the Board of Selectmen understands that an equitable transition to a
fossil-fuel-free economy requires full community participation and that it will
work with community leaders to ensure that all Greenwich residents are
represented in the process; and

D
R

6. that the Town of Greenwich will advocate for coordinated climate action at the
municipal, regional, state, and federal levels to restore a safe and sustainable
climate for all living beings on Earth.

6

/

Adopted this __ day of _______, 2022

https://ctmirror.org/2022/04/26/senate-passes-and-sends-to-house-a-ct-clean-air-act

